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their family members are provided with love, 
comfort, and security. My Administration has 
worked to offer caregivers support and train-
ing. In 2006, I signed the Lifespan Respite 
Care Act of 2006, which established a pro-
gram to help family caregivers get access to 
affordable and high-quality respite care. In 
addition, the National Family Caregiver Sup-
port Program encourages cooperation among 
government agencies and other organizations 
that support and work with family caregivers. 

National Family Caregivers Month is an 
opportunity to recognize those who serve a 
cause greater than self and contribute to the 
well-being of their loved ones. Family care-
givers are soldiers in America’s armies of 
compassion and set an inspiring example for 
their fellow citizens. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2008 
as National Family Caregivers Month. I en-
courage all Americans to honor the selfless 
service of caregivers who support their loved 
ones in need. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 30, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 31. 

Proclamation 8312—National 
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month, 2008 
October 29, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National Alzheimer’s Disease 

Awareness Month, we recognize the dignity 
and courage of the men and women living 

with Alzheimer’s disease. We also honor the 
devoted family members and caretakers who 
bring them love and comfort, and we under-
score our dedication to finding a cure for this 
tragic disease. 

Alzheimer’s disease is a brain disorder that 
seriously impairs a person’s ability to function 
normally. Age is the most important known 
risk factor, and scientists are studying the 
role that genetics, education, diet, and envi-
ronment might play in the development of 
this debilitating disease. Through research 
supported by the National Institutes of 
Health and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, we are learning more about the disease 
and enhancing the quality of life for those 
affected. In addition, the Department of 
Health and Human Services is improving the 
delivery of home and community-based serv-
ices to people with Alzheimer’s. 

National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month is an opportunity to pay tribute to the 
courageous individuals facing this disease 
and remember the precious lives lost due to 
Alzheimer’s. All Americans appreciate the 
strong support and dedication of the families, 
medical professionals, scientific researchers, 
and caregivers who are helping build a soci-
ety that values the life and dignity of every 
person. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 2008 
as National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness 
Month. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., October 30, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 31. 
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Remarks at a Graduation Ceremony 
at the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Academy in Quantico, 
Virginia 
October 30, 2008 

Thank you. Mr. Director, thank you for 
your kind introduction, and thank you for 
your leadership. Proud that you invited your 
wife, Ann, here to be with us. I thank the 
Attorney General for joining us today. Mem-
bers of the FBI Academy staff, distinguished 
guests, family and friends, and most impor-
tantly, members of the graduating class: 
Thanks for having me. 

I am so pleased to be back to the FBI 
Academy and to share with you this special 
day. When you walk across the stage, you 
will receive your badge and your credentials. 
You’ll become special agents of the FBI. You 
will take your place on the frontlines on the 
war on terror. I thank you for stepping for-
ward to serve your country during this impor-
tant time. And on behalf of all Americans, 
I congratulate the class of 08–14. 

This academy has prepared you for the 
privileges and responsibilities of carrying the 
badge. Over the past 20 weeks, you have 
passed rigorous academic and physical re-
quirements. You have spent hours practicing 
your aim on the firing range, combing the 
streets of Hogan’s Alley, and navigating the 
Academy’s ‘‘gerbil tubes.’’ [Laughter] As part 
of your training, you were all forced to en-
dure the sting of pepper spray, which you 
learned wasn’t half as bad as the cafeteria 
food. [Laughter] 

To reach this day of accomplishment, you 
have all depended on the wisdom and advice 
of your instructors. They took a diverse group 
that includes combat veterans, police offi-
cers, firefighters, lawyers, language experts, 
and computer specialists. And they turned 
you into an impressive class of FBI special 
agents. Your instructors are proud of your 
accomplishments, and I know you are grate-
ful for their leadership. 

To reach this day of accomplishment, you 
depended on the support of your loved ones. 
While you were away training for this acad-
emy, some of them were really sweating out 
the training for you. [Laughter] And Rick 
mentioned a lot of you were packing bags. 

I’m thankful you didn’t mention Crawford, 
Texas. [Laughter] And so are you. [Laughter] 

But the point is, America owes your fami-
lies a great debt. And we thank you for stand-
ing by your side—thank them for standing 
by your side during this moment of training 
and the service you’ll be rendering to our 
country. We welcome the families here 
today. 

Members of this class join the FBI during 
a momentous time in our Nation’s history. 
Earlier this summer, the FBI celebrated its 
100th anniversary. Unfortunately, I wasn’t 
able to attend the official ceremony. So I 
asked the Attorney General to speak in my 
place. To be honest, I was somewhat con-
cerned that he might not live up to my high 
standards of oratory. [Laughter] He told me 
I had nothing to worry about. [Laughter] 

The Bureau has come a long way since 
its founding. Over the past century, the FBI 
has grown from a small team of 34 investiga-
tors to a powerful force of more than 30,000 
agents and analysts and support professionals 
serving around the world. The FBI has 
pushed the boundaries of forensic science, 
from mastering the art of fingerprints to pio-
neering the use of DNA evidence. The FBI 
has inspired generations of children to dream 
of joining the force. [Laughter] Sounds like 
I inspired one or two myself. [Laughter] 

In every era, the FBI has risen to meet 
new challenges. When mobsters brought 
crime and chaos to America’s cities during 
the 1920s and ’30s, the G-Men of the FBI 
brought them to justice. When America en-
tered the Second World War, the FBI 
stopped Axis agents from carrying out attacks 
on our homeland. During the cold war, the 
FBI worked long hours to protect America 
from Soviet spies. In all this work, the FBI 
has gained an incredible record of achieve-
ment and has earned the admiration of the 
entire world. America honors all the fine men 
and women who have served in the ranks 
before you. 

As you go forth from this Academy, you’re 
going to write a new chapter in the FBI’s 
storied history. In the years ahead, your as-
signments will be as diverse as the FBI’s mis-
sion: from dismantling organized criminal 
networks, to pulling the plug on online pred-
ators, to making white-collar criminals pay 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:10 Nov 04, 2008 Jkt 217250 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P43OCT4.031 P43OCT4eb
en

th
al

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

60
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

S
T


